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November  1979 


Editor’s  Note. — Secretary  of  Commerce  Juanita  M. 
Kreps,  on  behalf  of  the  Administration,  opened  trade  with  the 
People ’s  Republic  of  China.  As  part  of  the  Secretary ’s  visit  dur¬ 
ing  May  1979,  Courtenay  M.  Slater,  Chief  Economist  for  the 
Department  of  Commerce,  began  discussions  on  statistical 
cooperation.  The  Chinese  have  adopted  a  broad  interest  in  im¬ 
proving  their  statistics  and,  as  a  consequence,  they  sent  a 
delegation  to  the  42nd  Session  of  the  International  Statistical 
Institute,  which  was  held  in  Manila,  Philippines,  December 
4-14,  1979.  At  that  meeting,  they  distributed  the  material 
which  is  reprinted  in  this  article.  In  a  meeting  with  Courtenay 
M.  Slater  and  Joseph  W.  Duncan,  they  agreed  to  publish  the 
material  in  Statistical  Reporter  so  that  American  statisti¬ 
cians  can  better  understand  their  system. 

The  statistical  work  in  our  country  is  an  imponant 
means  to  reflect  our  social  and  economical  situations 
and  an  important  instrument  for  the  state  to  operate 
the  whole  national  economy  in  a  planned  way. 

After  the  founding  of  the  People’s  Republic  ot 
China,  we  began  to  establish  on  a  national  scale 
socialist  statistical  work.  From  1950  to  1952,  we  con¬ 
ducted  a  general  investigation  of  industry  and  of  labor 
throughout  the  country  and  thus  provided  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  national  economy  with  abundant  data. 

The  State  Statistical  Bureau  was  instituted  in 
August,  1952,  and  then,  statistical  agencies  of  all 
levels  were  set  up  and  strengthened  gradually,  and 
nationally  unified  statistical  systems  of  industry,  com¬ 
munications,  agriculture,  commerce,  capital  construc¬ 
tion,  population,  labor,  culture,  education,  health, 
etc.  were  set  up  successively.  Based  on  the  demand  of 
the  economic  construction  according  to  plan,  of  the 
drive  for  agricultural  cooperation,  and  of  the  socialist 
transformation  of  industry  and  commerce,  statistical 
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work  of  all  kinds  were  developed.  Toward  the  end  of 
the  fifties,  a  gust  of  the  “wind  of  boasting  and  ex¬ 
aggeration”  came  into  being  and  caused  the  serious 
inaccuracies  in  some  statistical  figures.  In  April  1962, 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  Communist  Party  and 
the  State  Council  issued  jointly  the  “Decision  for  the 
Strengthening  of  the  Statistical  Work.”  In  March, 
1963,  the  State  Council  issued  the  “Provisional 
Regulations  of  Statistical  Work”  to  correct  conscien¬ 
tiously  the  once  occurred  bias  of  inaccuracies  in 
figures,  and  guaranteed  the  sound  development  of 
statistical  work  through  organization  and  institution. 
In  the  course  of  the  Cultural  Revolution,  owing  to  the 
interference  and  sabotage  by  Lin  Biao  and  the  “Gang 
of  Four,”  the  statistical  work  in  our  country  was 
seriously  weakened.  After  the  smashing  of  the  “Gang 
of  Four”  in  1976,  the  statistical  work  in  our  country 
was  restored  and  strengthened.  At  present,  the  focus 
of  the  nation’s  work  has  been  shifted  to  the  moder¬ 
nization  of  socialist  constructions.  The  State  Council 
has  Just  issued  the  “Decisions  on  strengthening  the 
statistical  work  and  reinforcing  the  statistical 
organizations”  in  October,  and  thus  pushed  the 
statistical  work  in  our  country  into  a  new  era  of 
development. 

I.  The  Task  and  the  Major  Content  of 
Statistical  Work  in  Our  Country 

The  task  of  statistical  work  in  our  country  is  to  serve 
the  general  purpose  of  turning  our  country  into  a 
country  with  socialist  modernization  of  agriculture, 
industry,  national  defense  and  science  and 
technology.  Concretely  speaking,  it  includes  the 
following  three  items: 

First,  to  collect,  compile  and  analyze  correctly, 
punctually,  comprehensively  and  systematically 
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economic  and  social  statistical  data,  so  as  to  provide  a 
basis  for  formulating  plans  and  policies,  strengthening 
economic  management,  and  developing  scientific 
researches  and  thus  to  enable  the  economic  plans  and 
policies  conforming  with  the  reality  of  our  country 
and  reflecting  the  requirements  of  socialist  economic 
law. 

Secondly,  to  check  and  supervise  statistically  the 
implementation  of  the  economic  plans  and  policies  by 
inspiring  the  advanced,  spurring  the  backward,  so  as 
to  benefit  the  improvement  of  work  and  to  promote 
the  development  of  national  economy  with  greater, 
faster,  better  and  more  economical  results. 

Thirdly,  to  provide  data  for  mass  participation  in 
the  economic  management  and  for  socialist  emulation 
drives,  and  to  promote  the  mass  movement  for  in¬ 
creasing  production  and  practicing  economy. 

In  order  to  accomplish  the  above-mentioned  tasks 
and  to  reflect  comprehensively  the  basic  economic  and 
social  situations,  the  statistics  in  our  country  include 
mainly  the  following:  (1)  population;  (2)  family  plan¬ 
ning;  (3)  natural  resources;  (4)  industrial  production; 
(5)  agricultural  production;  (6)  communications  and 
transportation,  post  and  telecommunications;  (7) 
capital  construction;  (8)  domestic  commerce;  (9)  sup¬ 
ply  of  means  of  production;  (10)  foreign  trade;  (11) 
public  finance;  (12)  cost  of  production;  (13)  prices; 
(14)  labor  and  wages;  (15)  urban  dwelling  houses  and 
public  utilities;  (16)  science  and  technology;  (17) 
culture,  education  and  broadcasting;  (18)  public 
health  and  sports;  (19)  peoples’  livelihood;  (20) 
national  income.  Also,  the  establishment  of  statistical 
work  on  environment  protection  and  tourism  is  now 
well  under  way. 

11.  Statistical  Agencies  in  Our  Country 

The  statistical  agencies  in  our  country  include  the 
following  categories:  (1)  The  government  statistical 
system  is  formed  by  statistical  departments  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  authorities  and  the  local  governments  at  all  levels. 
On  the  national  level,  directly  under  the  State  Council 
there  is  the  State  Statistical  Bureau  which  is  in  charge 
of  organizing  and  directing  the  statistical  work 
throughout  the  country.  Corresponding  statistical 
agencies  have  been  set  up  in  all  provinces  including 
autonomous  regions  and  municipalities  directly  under 
the  central  authorities,  and  in  all  counties  including 
autonomous  counties  and  municipalities.  These  agen¬ 
cies  are  in  charge  of  organizing  and  directing  the 
statistical  work  in  regions  under  their  jurisdiction. 


Basic  statistical  economic  and  social  data  of  the  coun¬ 
try  are  collected  and  tabulated  through  this  statistical 
system. 

(2)  Statistical  system  in  specialized  ministries  are 
formed  by  statistical  agencies  in  the  ministries  under 
the  State  Council  and  the  specialized  bureaus  at  the 
province  and  county  levels.  They  collect  and  tabulate 
statistical  data  in  their  specialized  fields  which  will  be 
simultaneously  reported  to  the  authorities  of  a  higher 
level  and  the  government  statistical  agencies  at  the 
same  level. 

(3)  Statistical  agencies  in  grassroots  units  consist  of 
statistical  agencies  or  statisticians  in  grassroots  units 
such  as  factories,  mines,  constructive  enterprises, 
shops,  hospitals,  schools,  rural  communes,  etc.  In 
general,  in  such  grassroots  units  there  are  statistical 
offices  in  larger  units  and  full-time  statisticians  as  well 
as  part-time  statistical  checkers  in  smaller  units,  in 
charge  of  collecting  and  tabulating  statistical  data  in 
their  units,  which,  according  to  regulations,  will  be 
reported  to  higher  authorities  and  the  government 
statistical  agencies  at  the  same  level.  Based  upon  the 
demand  of  practicing  planned  economy  in  our  coun¬ 
try,  and  taking  into  consideration  our  special  condi¬ 
tions  of  having  a  very  large  population  and  territory, 
the  guidelines  of  division  of  labor  between  statistical 
agencies  is  the  principle  of  centralization  combined 
with  decentralization.  Statistical  organizations  of 
governments  at  all  levels  must  directly  take  charge  of 
basic  statistics  of  national  economy,  and  at  the  same 
time  pay  attention  to  promote  the  initiative  of 
statistical  agencies  in  every  region  and  specialized 
department.  There  are  some  sectors  (such  as  industry, 
agriculture  and  capital  construction)  from  where 
statistical  agencies  of  both  government  and 
specialized  department  are  to  collect  data,  but  what 
the  former  grasp  is  only  the  major  indices,  while  the 
indices  demanded  by  the  latter  are  more  in  detail.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  some  sectors  (such  as  culture, 
education,  health,  and  environmental  protection) 
statistics  are  mainly  assembled  by  the  statistical  agen¬ 
cies  in  specialized  departments  and  then  reported  to 
government  statistical  departments. 

III.  The  Statistical  Survey  in  Our  Country 

In  our  country,  comprehensive  statistical  data  are 
obtained  from  periodically  reported  tables. 

In  response  to  the  demands  of  our  socialist  planned 
economy,  all  nationwide  report  forms  of  tables  and 
statistical  methods,  including  coverage  of  investiga- 
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tion,  indicators,  lists  of  items,  calculation  methods, 
prices  used  in  calculation  and  time  limit  of  reporting, 
etc.,  are  stipulated  by  the  State  Statistical  Bureau, 
and  those  bearing  an  important  significance  should  be 
rectified  by  the  State  Council  and  sent  to  lower 
authorities.  Various  regions  and  departments  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  own  circumstances,  and  conforming 
to  the  unified  statistical  system,  may  stipulate  their 
specialized  statistical  report  forms,  or  make  additional 
stipulations  to  the  reports  of  the  State  Statistical 
Bureau.  In  so  doing,  they  must  obtain  the  agreement 
from  the  government  statistical  agencies  at  the  same 
level.  Thus,  a  nationwide  collection  and  comparison 
of  statistical  data  can  be  assured,  and  contradiction 
and  unnecessary  repetition  evicted.  At  the  present 
time,  there  are  169  kinds  of  statistical  report  forms 
directly  set  and  distributed  by  the  State  Statistical 
Bureau,  while  2600  kinds  of  report  forms  set  and  dis¬ 
tributed  by  various  ministries  under  the  State  Coun¬ 
cil.  In  order  to  collect  for  some  important  situations 
more  detailed  data  than  the  periodically  reported 
statistics,  we  used  to  apply  the  method  of  census  in  the 
light  of  actual  necessity.  Cases  in  point  were  the  1953 
and  1964  population  census,  the  census  of  workers 
and  employees  in  1955  and  1977,  the  census  of  scien¬ 
tists  and  technicians  in  1960  and  1978,  the  census  of 
capital  construction  projects  in  1978,  etc. 

In  our  country,  the  application  of  the  method  of 
sample  survey  in  agricultural  statistics  is  to 
forecasting  crop  yield;  in  industrial  statistics  is  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  quality  of  products;  in  price  statistics  is  to 
collect  price  data  from  the  rural  market;  in  statistics  of 
peoples’  living  conditions  is  to  investigate  the  family 
budget,  etc.  Sometimes,  a  sample  survey  is  also  ap¬ 
plied  to  check  the  accuracy  of  figures  from  a  census. 

The  survey  of  typical  cases  is  an  important  method 
to  find  out  the  circumstances  and  study  the  problems. 
Through  the  statistical  tables,  enormous  phenomena 
may  be  understood  but  the  causes  of  these  phenomena 
and  the  problems  behind  them,  and  the  means  of  solu¬ 
tion  cannot  be  found  out  simply  from  these  data,  and 
a  detailed  survey  is  indispensable.  Therefore,  besides 
making  correct  statistical  tables,  statisticians  are 
asked  to  go  deep  into  the  realities  of  life  and  among 
the  masses  and  conduct  systematic  and  careful  sur¬ 
veys  of  certain  typical  factories,  shops  and  people’s 
communes  and  acquaint  themselves  with  the  actual 
situation.  For  instance,  where  the  statistical  data  of  a 
certain  area  show  an  imbalanced  fulfillment  of  the 
plan  between  the  enterprises,  we  would  select  three 
typical  cases,  the  good,  bad  and  medium,  for  further 
investigation,  analysis  and  comparison,  to  make  clear 


the  reason  why  the  good  one  is  good  and  the  bad  one 
bad.  In  China  there  is  a  proverb:  “The  sparrow  may 
be  small  but  it  has  all  the  vital  organs.”  After  having 
“dissected”  a  few  sparrows,  one  may  have  an  idea 
about  sparrows  in  general.  With  such  rich  and  con¬ 
crete  materials,  when  combined  with  the  figures  from 
reporting  tables,  we  can  study  problems,  give  the 
problems  better  explanations,  and  make  suggestions 
on  how  these  problems  can  be  solved. 

Statistical  departments  must  make  a  synthetical 
analysis  of  the  national  economy.  Such  analysis 
mainly  involves  the  following:  the  level  and  speed  of 
development  of  the  national  economy;  the  important 
proportions,  such  as  that  between  agriculture  and 
light  and  heavy  industry,  that  between  different  sec¬ 
tors  in  agriculture  itself  as  well  as  in  industry  itself, 
that  between  accumulation  and  consumption  in  the 
national  income;  the  comparison  between  the  living 
standards  of  the  rural  and  urban  populations;  and 
analysing  the  economic  efficiency  of  production  and 
construction  of  various  departments,  and  so  forth. 

In  order  to  speed  the  transmission  and  assembling 
of  statistical  data  from  all  over  the  country,  the 
statistical  agencies  in  all  localities  and  departments 
extensively  make  use  of  post  and  telecommunication, 
on  the  other  hand,  government  statistical  agencies  in 
1297  counties  are  equipped  with  photo-telegram.  The 
figures  of  daily  and  monthly  reports  are  transmitted  to 
the  State  Statistical  Bureau  by  these  means  of 
communications. 

In  order  to  raise  the  efficiency  of  processing 
statistical  data,  the  State  Statistical  Bureau  began  to 
establish  an  electronic  computer  installation  in  1975. 
Electronic  computer  stations  of  the  statistical  agencies 
in  provinces,  autonomous  regions  and  municipalities 
directly  under  the  State  Council  are  under  construc¬ 
tion.  This  work  has  just  begun.  In  the  future,  we  in¬ 
tend  to  develop  this  work  in  a  planned  and  systematic 
manner. 

IV.  Statistical  System  in  Our  Country 

Our  statistical  system  includes  various  kinds  of 
periodically  reported  statistical  tables.  Among  these 
reported  tables,  daily  reports,  monthly  reports,  and 
quarterly  reports  are  used  to  reflect  in  time  the 
dynamic  features  of  developments  in  important  sec¬ 
tors  of  the  national  economy  and  the  progress  of 
fulfillment  of  the  national  economic  plan,  therefore  in¬ 
clude  only  a  few  indices,  but  the  time  limits  for  sub¬ 
mitting  them  are  very  narrow.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
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annual  reports  are  required  to  reflect  the  overall  out¬ 
look  of  national  economy  more  comprehensively  and 
in  greater  detail,  therefore  they  must  contain  more  in¬ 
dices  and  the  time  limit  for  submitting  them  are  much 
longer  as  equivalent  to  a  short  census. 

The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  main 
statistical  systems  of  industry  and  communications, 
agriculture,  capital  construction,  domestic  commerce, 
prices,  foreign  trade,  labor  and  wages,  population, 
and  so  forth  (mainly  those  directly  controlled  by  the 
State  Statistical  Bureau). 

INDUSTRY  AND  COMMUNICATIONS 

Daily  reports. — Through  the  1 1  ministries  (bureaus) 
under  the  State  Council,  figures  for  daily  outputs  of  25 
major  industrial  products  are  collected  every  day,  of 
which  10  are  for  the  whole  industry,  and  15  for  the 
major  enterprises  only.  These  figures  can  be  assem¬ 
bled  at  noon  the  next  day  and  transmitted  to  the  State 
Council  in  the  following  afternoon. 

Monthly  reports. — Total  national  figures  for  monthly 
gross  value  of  industrial  production  and  those  of 
monthly  output  of  a  hundred  major  industrial 
products  are  available  on  the  third  day  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  month  and  are  transmitted  to  the  State  Council 
one  day  later.  At  the  end  of  the  next  month,  the 
following  eight  indices  of  technical  and  economic  ef¬ 
ficiency  of  this  month  are  compiled  for  major  in¬ 
dustrial  enterprises:  (1 )  output  of  products,  (2)  vari¬ 
ety  of  products;  (3)  quality;  (4)  consumption  of  fuel, 
power  and  raw  materials;  (5)  labor  productivity;  (6) 
costs;  (7)  profits  and  (8)  circulating  assets. 

Annual  reports. — Annual  reports  from  various 
localities,  specialized  departments  and  enterprises  all 
over  the  country,  are  assembled  by  stages  and  in 
groups  in  the  following  year  from  February  until  the 
end  of  March.  The  contents  of  the  annual  reports  are 
as  follows;  annual  figures  for  both  gross  value  and  net 
value  of  industrial  production,  annual  output  of  major 
industrial  product  (of  which  422  are  directly  collected 
by  the  State  Statistical  Bureau,  and  more  than  3000 
by  various  industrial  departments),  the  fulfillment  of 
various  indices  of  technical  and  economic  efficiency; 
figures  of  productive  capacity  of  principal  products, 
specialized  product  equipments  and  fixed  assets; 
figures  of  freight  volume  of  passengers  and  cargoes  by 
railway,  highway,  waterway  and  civil  aviation  depart¬ 
ments,  of  handling  capacities  of  important  coastal 
ports,  of  fundamental  situations  of  oil  pipelines;  and 
the  data  of  the  basic  conditions  of  4,392  enterprises  of 
large  and  medium  sizes  all  over  the  country. 
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Seasonal  reports. — In  accordance  with  the  farming 
seasons  of  agricultural  production  in  our  country, 
crop  area  is  reported  three  times  a  year.  Before  the 
end  of  January,  the  crop  area  of  autumn  and  winter  of 
last  year  is  assembled;  before  the  end  of  May,  the  crop 
area  of  soon  ripe  paddy,  spring  wheat  and  cotton  of 
the  year  is  assembled;  before  August,  total  crop  of 
spring  and  summer  is  assembled.  Agricultural 
products  (13  kinds)  are  reported  six  times  a  year.  The 
forecasts  and  actual  harvest  of  summer  crops  of  winter 
wheat  and  rapeseed  are  assembled  before  June  30  and 
August  10  respectively;  the  forecast  and  actual  harvest 
of  soon  ripe  paddy  are  assembled  before  August  10 
and  September  15  respectively;  the  forecasts  of  spring 
wheat  harvest  are  assembled  before  the  end  of  August; 
the  forecasts  of  all  agricultural  products  of  the  year 
are  assembled  before  November  31.  Number  of 
livestock  is  reported  twice  a  year  at  July  15  and 
November  15  respectively. 

Annual  reports. — Annual  reports  are  assembled  by 
stages  and  in  groups  in  the  following  year  from  the 
end  of  February  until  the  end  of  April.  The  contents  of 
annual  reports  are  as  follows;  gross  value  of 
agricultural  production,  crop  area  and  yield;  number 
of  livestock,  volume  of  meat  production;  agricultural 
machines  possessed;  area  ploughed  with  machines; 
quantity  of  chemical  fertilizer  used;  electricity  used 
for  agricultural  production;  irrigated  area  and  the 
figures  on  gross  revenue,  cost  of  production,  taxes, 
payment  to  commune  members  for  their  labor,  com¬ 
mon  reserve  fund,  public  welfare  fund,  etc.  Besides, 
the  State  Statistical  Bureau  has  also  in  hand  the  data 
on  basic  conditions  of  1200  people’s  communes  and 
1200  production  teams  as  well  as  the  data  on  income 
and  expenses  of  12,000  commune  member 
households. 

CAPITAL  CONSTRUCTION 

Monthly  reports. — Monthly  figures  for  national  in¬ 
vestment  in  capital  construction,  number  of  large  and 
medium  projects  under  construction  and  those  newly 
put  into  production,  increment  of  new  productive 
capacity,  new  fixed  assets  as  well  as  rate  of  progress 
under  construction  of  92  major  projects,  etc.  are 
assembled  within  9  days  after  the  month. 

Quarterly  reports. — Quarterly  figures  for  value  of 
production,  area  of  housing  construction  under  way, 
area  of  finished  housing  construction,  number  of 
workers  employed,  productivity  of  labor  and  other  in¬ 
dices  of  state-owned  constructive  enterprises  and  of 
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self-financed  units  under  construction  are  assembled 
within  25  days  after  the  quarter. 

Annual  reports. — Economic  and  technical  indices  for 
investment  in  capital  construction,  increment  of  new 
fixed  assets,  increment  of  productive  capacity,  con¬ 
struction  projects  under  way  and  finished  and  put  into 
production,  value  of  production  of  constructive  enter¬ 
prises  and  self-financed  units  under  construction, 
finished  housing  area,  cost  of  finished  houses,  number 
of  workers  and  employees,  labor  productivity,  cost 
and  profit,  are  assembled  by  stages  and  in  groups  by 
the  end  of  April  in  the  next  year.  The  data  on  basic 
situation  of  large  and  medium  capital  construction 
projects  all  over  the  country  should  be  assembled  also 
by  the  end  of  April. 

DO.MESTIC  COMMERCE 

Five-day  reports. — During  the  purchasing  seasons, 
purchase  rate  figures  of  1 1  main  agricultural  products 
are  assembled  every  5  days  through  Ministry  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Ministry  of  Cereals  and  National  Cooperative 
Administration  of  Supply  and  Marketing. 

Monthly  reports. — Monthly  figures  for  retail  sales  of 
social  commodities;  total  value  of  purchases,  sales  and 
inventories  of  commodities  of  state-operated  commer¬ 
cial  enterprises;  purchases,  sales  and  inventories  of  35 
kinds  of  major  commodities,  etc.  are  assembled  within 
9  days  after  the  month. 

Annual  reports. — Figures  of  purchases,  sales  and  in¬ 
ventories  of  state-owned  commercial  departments  and 
140  major  commodities  of  the  previous  year,  value  of 
retail  sales  of  social  commodities  and  volume  of  retail 
sales  of  57  major  commodities,  purchasing  value  of 
social  agricultural  products  and  purchasing  volume  of 
35  agricultural  products  as  well  as  the  figures  of  the 
distribution  of  net- works  of  retail  shops  and  service 
trades,  etc.  are  assembled  in  stages  and  by  groups 
from  February  15  to  the  end  of  April  in  the  next  year. 

PRICES 

Quarterly  reports. — Quarterly  figures  for  list  price  in¬ 
dices  of  state-operated  commercial  enterprises  in  29 
cities  and  29  counties  (representing  more  than  400 
kinds  of  standardized  commodities),  price  indices  of 
service  trades,  price  indices  of  rural  markets,  etc.  are 
asserribled  within  25  days  after  the  quarter. 

Annual  reports. — Annual  figures  for  retail  price  in¬ 
dices  of  social  commodities,  retail  list  price  indices  of 
state-operated  commercial  enterprises,  price  indices 


of  rural  market,  price  indices  of  service  trades,  price 
indices  of  cost  of  living  of  workers  and  employees,  in¬ 
dices  of  purchasing  prices  of  agricultural  products  and 
by-products,  etc.  are  assembled  in  stages  and  by 
groups  from  January  till  the  end  of  May  in  the  next 
year. 

FOREIGN  TRADE 

Ten-day  reports. — Figures  relating  to  the  total  value 
of  import  and  export  commodities  and  the  total  value 
of  purchased  export  commodities  during  the  previous 
10  days  are  assembled  3  days  after. 

Monthly  reports. — Monthly  figures  for  total  value  of 
goods  imported,  quantity  of  major  commodities  im¬ 
ported,  quantity  of  goods  purchased  for  export,  total 
value  of  export  and  quantity  of  major  commodities  ex¬ 
ported  are  assembled  within  9  days  after  the  month. 

Annual  reports. — Annual  figures  for  total  value  of 
goods  imported  and  exported  (classified  according  to 
countries  and  categories  of  goods),  quantity  and 
money  value  of  various  kinds  of  goods  imported  and 
exported,  quantity  of  goods  purchased  and  stockpiled 
for  export,  etc.  are  assembled  by  stage  and  in  groups 
from  February  to  the  end  of  March  in  the  next  year. 

LABOR  AND  WAGES 

Monthly  reports. — Number  of  workers  employed, 
total  wages  paid  for  the  month  and  labor  productivity 
are  assembled  within  20  days  after  the  month. 

Annual  reports. — Annual  figures  for  social  laborers, 
number  of  workers  employed,  total  wages  paid,  labor 
insurance  and  welfare  expenditure,  labor  produc¬ 
tivity,  number  of  persons  waiting  for  jobs,  etc.  are 
assembled  by  stages  and  in  groups  from  February  to 
the  end  of  April  in  the  next  year. 

POPULATION 

Annual  reports. — Annual  figures  for  last  year’s  total 
population  (classified  according  to  sex,  urban  and 
rural,  agricultural  and  non-agricultural),  number  of 
births,  number  of  deaths,  natural  rate  of  growth,  etc. 
are  assembled  before  the  end  of  April  each  year. 

V.  The  Mass  Line  in  Our  Statistical  Work 

Since  the  people  are  the  masters  of  our  country,  the 
mass  line  is  stressed  in  statistical  work,  and  our 
specialized  statisticians  at  all  levels  are  called  upon  to 
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keep  in  close  touch  with  the  people  so  that  the 
statistical  work  can  be  well  accomplished  jointly. 

Following  the  mass  line  involves  compilation  of 
statistics  by  relying  on  the  masses,  making  use  of 
statistics  by  the  masses  and  supervision  by  the  masses. 

Relying  on  the  masses. — Directly  taking  part  in 
production,  the  people  know  it  most  clearly  and  are 
most  concerned  about  its  results.  We  collect  ac¬ 
curately  and  fully  firsthand  material  from  the  primary 
records  of  production  by  relying  on  the  masses,  miss¬ 
ing  nothing  and  making  no  mistake. 

Making  use  of  statistics  by  the  masses. — The  data  are  for 
the  use  of  the  people.  In  the  work  teams  and  work 
shops  of  the  factories  or  the  production  teams  of  the 
people’s  communes,  production  figures  and  charts  are 
published  daily  and  weekly  by  part-time  statisticians 
in  the  grassroots,  including  figures  on  output,  quality, 
the  consumption  of  material  and  the  rate  of  atten¬ 
dance.  These  figures  are  used  by  the  people  to  find  the 
discrepancy  between  workshops,  work  teams  and  in¬ 
dividuals  in  work,  its  causes  and  measures  for  im¬ 
provement.  Outstanding  workers  are  asked  to  teach 
other  workers  by  passing  on  their  experience  and 
making  technological  demonstrations,  so  that 
everyone  can  learn  from  their  good  experiences. 

People  said:  “With  the  chart  on  the  wall,  with  the 
figures  published,  let’s  emulate  and  rouse  our 
enthusiasm  in  production.”  In  this  way  the  people  are 
kept  informed  of  the  overall  situation  in  their 
workshops,  factories,  or  people’s  communes  and  are 
able  to  submit  proposals  at  any  time  for  consideration 
by  their  leadership.  This  is  also  a  form  of  mass  par¬ 
ticipation  in  management  and  the  development  of 
socialist  democracy. 

Supervision  by  the  masses. — The  statistical  data  are 
made  public  to  the  people  for  their  supervision  and  ex¬ 
amination.  This  is  an  important  condition  for  render¬ 
ing  the  statistical  figures  authentic,  when  they  are  put 
under  mass  supervision  and  when  this  supervision 
from  below  is  combined  with  that  from  above. 


By  stressing  the  mass  line  in  compiling  statistics,  we 
by  no  means  underestimate  the  role  of  professional 
statisticians.  Professional  statisticians  are  the 
backbone  of  our  work,  responsible  for  directing  and 
helping  with  the  mass  statistical  work.  At  the  same 
time  they  should  learn  from  them  and  do  a  better  job 
of  it  with  them. 

Our  country  is  a  developmg  country  with  very  large 
population  and  territory,  underdeveloped  economy 
and  culture.  Under  such  conditions,  naturally,  there 
are  many  difficulties  in  establishing  a  scientific 
statistical  system  throughout  the  country,  so  that 
comprehensive  and  accurate  statistical  data  can  be 
collected  on  time.  We  have  established  a  socialist 
society.  We  are  now  putting  into  practice  a  planned 
economy  on  the  basis  of  public  ownership  of  means  of 
production.  The  political  consciousness  and  the  sense 
of  organization  of  our  people  are  comparatively  high. 
All  of  these  are  favorable  conditions.  For  30  years,  we 
have  strived  to  utilize  these  favorable  conditions,  to 
improve  our  statistical  systems  incessantly,  to  better 
our  statistical  methods,  to  staff  our  statistical 
organizations  with  statisticians,  to  overcome  one  dif¬ 
ficulty  after  another,  to  provide  the  leading  organs  at 
all  levels  with  abundant  statistical  data  for  making 
policies  and  drafting  plans,  and  hence  have  in  the 
main  fulfilled  what  socialist  construction  of  our  coun¬ 
try  has  requested  of  statistical  work. 

The  statistical  work  in  our  country  has  still  many 
shortcomings.  Our  statistical  systems  and  methods 
are  to  be  improved,  our  statistical  force  to  be 
strengthened,  our  calculating  techniques  to  be 
elevated. 

In  order  to  realize  the  socialist  modernizations,  our 
people  have  begun  a  new  Long  March.  Our  statistical 
work  has  also  begun  its  new  Long  March.  We  must 
continually  sum  up  our  experiences,  and  in  the  light  of 
our  specific  conditions,  learn  and  draw  on  other  na¬ 
tions’  good  experiences  and  methods,  so  that  our 
statistical  work  can  make  more  contributions  to  the 
realization  of  socialist  modernizations. 


138 


Statistical  Reporter 


MAIN  INDICATORS,' 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ECONOMY 

OF  THE  PEOPLE’S  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA 
(1949-1978) 

AVERAGE 

AVERAGE 

ANNUAL 

ANNUAL 

INCREASE 

INCREASE 

RATE 

RATE 

FROM  1950 

FROM  1953 

TO 

TO 

ITEM 

UNIT 

1949 

1952 

1978 

1978(%) 

1978(%) 

1 .  Gross  output 

of  industry 

Billion  yuan 

14.00' 

34.30' 

423.10’ 

13.5^ 

11.2^ 

2.  Gross  output 

of  agriculture 

Billion  yuan 

32.60' 

48.40' 

145.90’ 

4.3‘ 

3.2 

3.  Major  industrial 

products 

Crude  coal 

Million  tons 

32.40 

66.50 

617.80 

10.8 

9.0 

Crude  oil 

Million  tons 

0.12 

0.44 

104.05 

26.3 

23.4 

Electricity 

Billion  lew 

4.30 

7.30 

256.60 

15.1 

14.7 

Rolled  steel 

Million  tons 

0.13 

1.06 

22.08 

19.3 

12.4 

Pig  iron 

Million  tons 

0.25 

1.93 

34.79 

18.6 

11.8 

Crude  steel 

Million  tons 

0.16 

1.35 

31.78 

20.0 

12.9 

Timber 

Million  m’ 

5.67 

11.20 

51.62 

7.9 

6.1 

Cement 

Million  tons 

0.66 

2.86 

65.24 

17.2 

12.8 

Sulphuric 

acid 

Thousand  tons 

40.00 

190.00 

6610.00 

19.3 

14.6 

Soda  ash 

Thousand  tons 

88.00 

192.00 

1329.00 

9.8 

7.7 

Caustic  soda 

Thousand  tons 

15.00 

79.00 

1640.00 

17.6 

12.4 

Chemical 

fertilizer 

Thousand  tons 

6.00 

39.00 

8693.00 

28.5 

23.1 

Machine  tools 

Thousands 

1.60 

13.70 

183.20 

17.8 

10.5 

Internal  com¬ 

bustion 

engines 

Thousand  hp 

10.00 

35.00 

28180.00 

31.5 

29.4 

Locomotives 

— 

20.00 

521.00 

13.4 

Freight  wagons 

Thousands 

1.40 

5.80 

17.00 

9.0 

4.2 

Cotton  yarn 

Thousand  tons 

327.00 

656.00 

•2382.00 

7.1 

5.1 

'  Data  of  Taiwan  Province  are 

:  included  in  the  national  population  figure,  but  not  for  the  time  being  in  the  figures  concerning  economic 

and  cultural  development. 

'  Calculated  in  constant  price 

of  1952. 

'  Calculated  in  constant  price 

of  1970. 

1  *  Calculated  in  comparable  price. 
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ITEM 

UNIT 

1949 

1952 

1978 

AVERAGE 
ANNUAL 
INCREASE 
RATE 
FROM  1950 
TO 
1978(%) 

AVERAGE 
ANNUAL 
INCREASE 
RATE 
FROM  1953 
TO 
1978(%) 

Cotton  cloth 

Billion  m 

1.89 

3.83 

11.03 

6.1 

4.2 

Paper  and 

paperboard 

Thousand  tons 

108.00 

372.00 

4387.00 

13.6 

10.0 

Sugar 

Thousand  tons 

199.00 

451.00 

2267.00 

8.7 

6.4 

Salt 

Thousand  tons 

2985.00 

4945.00 

19535.00 

6.7 

5.4 

Bicycles 

Sewing 

Thousands 

14.00 

80.00 

8540.00 

24.8 

19.7 

machines 

Thousands 

— 

66.00 

4865.00 

— 

18.0 

Wrist  watches 

Thousands 

— 

— 

13511.00 

— 

— 

4. 

Major  farm  products 

Grain 

Thousand  tons 

113200.00 

163900.00 

304750.00 

3.5 

2.4 

Cotton 

Oil-bearing 

Thousand  tons 

445.00 

1304.00 

2167.00 

5.6 

2.0 

crops* 

Thousand  tons 

2328.00 

3729.00 

4568.00 

2.4 

0.8 

Sugar  cane 

Jute,  ambary 

Thousand  tons 

2642.00 

7116.00 

21117.00 

7.4 

4.3 

hemp 

Thousand  tons 

37.00 

306.00 

1088.00 

12.4 

5.0 

Silk  cocoons 

Thousand  tons 

43.00 

123.00 

227.00 

5.9 

2.3 

Tea 

Thousand  tons 

41.00 

83.00 

268.00 

6.7 

4.6 

Sugar  beet 

Thousand  tons 

191.00 

479.00 

2702.00 

9.6 

6.9 

Hogs‘ 

Million  head 

57.75 

89.77 

301.29 

5.9 

4.8 

Sheep‘ 

Million  head 

42.35 

61.78 

169.94 

4.9 

4.0 

Large  animals" 
Aquatic 

Million  head 

60.02 

76.46 

93.89 

1.6 

0.8 

products 

Thousand  tons 

448.0 

1666.00 

4655.00 

8.4 

4.0 

5. 

Farm  machine  in  use" 

Large  and 

medium- 

size 

tractors 

Thousands 

— 

0.60 

557.00 

30.0 

Hand  tractors 

Power-driven 

Thousands 

— 

1373.00 

— 

drainage  and 

irrigation 

machines 

Thousand  hp 

128.00 

65575.00 

27.1 

6. 

Capital  construction 

Newly  increased 

fixed  assets 

Billion  yuan 

— 

3.11 

35.64 

9.9 

^  Groundnuts,  sesameseeds  and  rapeseeds  only. 
“  By  the  end  of  the  year. 
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ITEM 

UNIT 

1949 

1952 

1978 

AVERAGE 
ANNUAL 
INCREASE 
RATE 
FROM  1950 
TO 
19781%) 

AVERAGE 

ANNUAL 

INCREASE 

RATE 

FROM  1953 

TO 

1978(%) 

Total  investment 

of  capital 
construction 

Billion  yuan 

4.36 

47.95 

9.7 

State  budget 

investment 

Billion  yuan 

— 

3.71 

39.59 

9.6 

Locally  raised 

investment 

Billion  yuan 

— 

0.65 

8.36 

10.3 

7. 

Transport 

Railway  line 

opened  to 
traffic 

Thousand  km 

22.00 

24.50 

50.40 

2.9 

2.9 

Highway  opened 

to  traffic 

Thousand  km 

80.70 

126.70 

890.20 

8.6 

7.8 

Navigable 

inland 

waterway 

Civil  avi¬ 

Thousand  km 

73.60 

95.00 

136.00 

2.1 

1.3 

ation  routes 

Thousand  km 

13.10 

148.90 

— 

9.8 

Traffic 

Railway 

Billion  ton-km 

18.40 

60.20 

533.30 

12.3 

8.8 

Highway 

Billion  ton-km 

0.80 

1.40 

27.40 

13.0 

12.1 

Waterway 

Billion  ton-km 

6.30 

14.60 

377.90 

15.2 

13.3 

8. 

Internal  and 

external  trade 

Total  pur¬ 
chase  of 

commercial 

department 

Manufactured 

Billion  yuan 

17.50 

174.00 

9.2 

goods 

Billion  yuan 

8.50 

128.00 

— 

11.0 

Farm 

products 

Total  value  of 

Billion  yuan 

9.00 

46.00 

— 

6.5 

retail  sales 

Total  value  of 

Billion  yuan 

14.10 

27.70 

152.70 

8.6 

6.8 

imports  and 
exports 

Billion  yuan 

6.50 

35.50 

6.8 

Imports 

Billion  yuan 

3.80 

18.70 

6.3 

Exports 

Billion  yuan 

2.70 

16.80 

7.3 

9. 

Population 

Million 

582.95 

975.20 

2.0 
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AVERAGE 

AVERAGE 

ANNUAL 

ANNUAL 

INCREASE 

INCREASE 

RATE 

RATE 

FROM  1950 

FROM  1953 

TO 

TO 

ITEM 

UNIT 

1949 

1952 

1978 

1978(%) 

1978(%) 

10.  Total  number 

of  staff 

and  workers 

Million 

94.99 

Employed 

in  units 
owned  by  the 
whole  people 

Million 

15.80 

74.51 

6.2 

Employed  in 

collectively 
owned  units 

Million 

20.48 

j 

1 1 .  Education  and  Health 

Total  number  of 

institutes  of  higher 
learning 

205.00 

201.00 

598.00 

3.8 

4.3 

Enrollment  of 

institutes  of 

Higher 

Learning 

Thousands 

31.00 

79.00 

402.00 

9.3 

6.5 

Students 

graduated  from 
universities 

and  colleges 
Students  of 

Thousands 

21.00 

32.00 

165.00 

7.4 

6.6 

the  uni¬ 
versities  and 

colleges 

Students  of 

Thousands 

117.00 

191.00 

856.00 

7.1 

6.0 

the  secondary 
technical 

schools 

Thousands 

229.00 

636.00 

889.00 

4.8 

1.3 

Students  of  the 

middle  school 

Thousands 

1039.00 

2490.00 

65483.00 

15.4 

13.4 

Pupils  of  the 

primary 

schools 

Thousands 

24390.00 

51100.00 

146240.00 

6.4 

4.2 

Total  number  of 

beds  for  sick 

Professional 

Thousands 

80.00 

160.00 

1856.00 

11.5 

9.9 

medical 

workers 

Thousands 

690.00 

2464.00 

5.1 
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ADOPTION  OF  NEW  STANDARD 
REFERENCE  PERIOD  FOR  FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT  GENERAL-PURPOSE 
STATISTICAL  INDEX  NUMBERS 

The  year  1977  has  been  adopted  as  the  new 
reference  base  period  for  Federal  Government 
General  Purpose  Statistical  Index  Numbers.  The  old 
reference  base  period  was  1967.  The  proposed  change 
in  the  reference  period  from  1967  to  1977  appeared  in 
the  August  1,  1979  Federal  Register  and  the  August 
1979  Statistical  Reporter  with  provision  for  a  30-day 
public  comment  period.  A  similar  notice  on  the  new 
1977  reference  base  period  was  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  for  March  4,  1980. 

The  reference  period  in  index  numbers  is  the  year 
(or  years)  in  production,  price  or  other  statistical 
series  that  are  set  equivalent  to  100.  This  makes  it 
relatively  easy  to  compare  rates  of  change  among 
series  over  the  years.  For  example,  using  the  reference 
base  of  1967  as  100,  an  index  of  135  in  1979  means 
that  the  series  increased  by  35  percent  over  the  12- 
year  period. 

The  reference  period  is  updated  approximately 
every  10  years.  This  is  done  to  (a)  insure  that  the 
makeup  of  the  index  is  based  on  a  reasonable  approx¬ 
imation  of  the  current  structure  of  the  economy,  and 
(b)  facilitate  the  visual  comprehension  of  rates  of 
change  from  a  base  period  that  is  not  too  distant  in 
time. 

The  year  1977  was  chosen  for  two  reasons.  First, 
the  most  recent  quinquennial  economic  censuses  were 
taken  for  1977,  and  many  economic  time  series  are 
benchmarked  to  the  economic  censuses.  Second,  the 
continued  expansion  of  the  economy  in  1977  since  the 
recession  of  1974-1975  was  relatively  balanced,  with 
no  particularly  extreme  conditions  that  would  make  it 
unrepresentative  of  the  recent  period. 

Because  of  the  work  involved  in  developing  new 
compositional  “weights”  of  the  product,  price  or  other 
index  components  to  reflect  their  relative  importance 
in  the  new  base  period,  the  actual  implementation  for 
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many  series  will  not  occur  until  1981.  This  will  also 
allow  adequate  time  for  agencies  to  announce  their 
implementation  schedules  well  in  advance  of  indexing 
the  series  to  the  new  reference  period. 

The  new  Directive  No.  5  of  the  Office  of  Federal 
Statistical  Policy  and  Standards  reflecting  the  1977 
reference  period  is  presented  below.  It  supersedes 
Directive  No.  5  issued  May  4,  1978.  The  only  changes 
from  the  existing  Directive  are  the  inclusion  of  the 
word  “Statistical”  in  the  title  and  in  appropriate 
places  in  the  text  of  the  Directive  and  replacement  of 
the  year  1967  with  1977. 

DIRECTIVE  NO.  5 
STANDARD  REFERENCE  BASE 
PERIOD  FOR  FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT  GENERAL-PURPOSE 
STATISTICAL  INDEX  NUMBERS 

The  year  1977  shall  be  the  standard  reference  base 
period  for  general-purpose  statistical  index  numbers 
prepared  by  Federal  agencies.  This  requirement  con¬ 
forms  to  Government  practice  of  establishing  a  stand¬ 
ard  reference  base  period  for  use  by  Federal  agencies. 
The  base  period  is  revised  approximately  every  10 
years. 

1 .  Conversion  for  Earlier  Tears 

Each  index  should  be  converted  to  the  1977 
reference  base  from  the  beginning  of  the  index, 
where  practicable. 

2.  Weights 

The  weight  base  period  for  an  index  should  be  as 
close  as  possible  to  the  reference  base  period  but 
they  do  not  need  to  coincide.  The  relationship  be¬ 
tween  reference  and  weight  base  periods  should  be 
indicated  by  appropriate  description. 

PRODUCTIVITY  INDEXES  FOR  SELECTED 
INDUSTRIES,  1979  EDITION 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  released 
Productivity  Indexes  for  Selected  Industries,  1979  Edition, 
BLS  Bulletin  2054.  The  data  included  cover  the  years 
1954  to  1978. 
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eludes  demand  deposits  held  by  foreign 
banks  and  official  institutions. 

M-IB — This  equals  M-IA  plus  other  checkable 
deposits  at  all  depositary  institutions  in¬ 
cluding  NOW  accounts,  ATS,  credit  un¬ 
ion  share  drafts  and  demand  deposits  at 
mutual  savings  banks. 

M2  —  This  equals  M-IB  plus  savings  and  small- 
denomination  time  deposits  at  all 
depositary  institutions,  overnight  RPs  at 
commercial  banks,  overnight  Eurodollars 
held  by  U.S.  residents  other  than  banks  at 
Caribbean  branches  of  member  banks, 
and  money  market  mutual  fund  shares. 

M3  —  This  equals  M,  plus  large-denomination 


This  year’s  edition  contains  measures  for  three  in¬ 
dustries  previously  not  covered:  fluid  milk,  folding 
paperboard  boxes,  and  soaps  and  detergents.  Also  in¬ 
cluded  for  the  first  time  are  components  of  previously 
published  measures  covering  the  following  industries: 
canned  fruits,  vegetables,  jams  and  Jellies;  raw  and 
refined  cane  sugar;  beet  sugar;  brick  and  structural 
clay  tile;  ceramic  wall  and  floor  tile;  household  cook¬ 
ing  equipment;  household  refrigerators  and  freezers; 
household  laundry  equipment;  household  appliances 
not  elsewhere  classified;  and  primary  smelting  and 
refining  of  copper.  This  bulletin  updates  indexes  of 
output  per  employee  hour  and  output  per  employee 
for  the  industries  included  in  the  U.S.  Government’s 
industry  productivity  measurement  program,  along 
with  related  measures  of  output,  employment,  and 
employee  hours. 

Copies  of  the  190-page  report  may  be  purchased  for 
$5.50  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402;  GPO  Bookstores;  or  from  any  BLS  regional  of¬ 
fice.  A  limited  number  of  copies  are  available  free 
from  the  Office  of  Productivity  and  Technology, 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Washington,  D.C.  20212. 
(Charles  W.  Ardolini,  bureau  of  labor 
STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR,  telephone  (202) 
523-9244) 

FRB  ANNOUNCES  NEW  DEFINITIONS 
OF  MONEY 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board  recently  announced 
new  definitions  of  money  that  will  henceforth  be  used 
in  the  conduct  of  monetary  policy. 

The  redefinitions,  which  have  been  under  study  for 
several  years,  were  prompted  by  many  financial 
developments  which  have  reduced  the  significance  of 
the  old  measures.  Among  these  developments  are  the 
emergence  of  NOW  accounts,  automatic  transfer  ser¬ 
vices  (ATS),  money  market  mutual  funds  and  a  grow¬ 
ing  similarity  between  deposits  in  commercial  banks 
and  thrift  institutions. 

One  of  the  new  definitions  is  essentially  the  same  as 
the  old  narrowly  defined  money  supply  (M,)  while  a 
second  concept  will  include  transaction  accounts  of  all 
depositary  institutions. 

The  new  definitions  of  money  are  as  follows: 

M-IA — Currency  plus  demand  deposits  at  com¬ 
mercial  banks.  This  is  essentially  the  same 
as  the  old  M,  with  one  exception — it  ex- 

144 


time  deposits  at  all  depositary  institutions 
and  term  RPs  at  commercial  banks  and 
savings  and  loan  associations. 

The  Board  also  adopted  a  broad  measure  of  liquid 
assets,  L.  This  equals  M3  plus  other  liquid  assets  not 
included  elsewhere  such  as  term  Eurodollars  held  by 
U.S.  residents  other  than  banks,  bankers  acceptances, 
commercial  paper.  Treasury  bills  and  other  liquid 
Treasury  securities  and  U.S.  savings  bonds. 

In  addition  to  regular  publication  of  these  new 
measures,  the  Board  will  publish  their  principal 
components. 

A  detailed  explanation  of  the  new  measures  can  be 
found  in  the  Februay  issue  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bulletin.  (HELEN  L.  HULEN,  DIVISION  OF  SUPPORT 
SERVICES,  FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD,  telephone  (202) 
452-3244) 

INFORMATION  ON  DISABLED  WORKER 
BENEFICIARIES  FEATURED  IN  NEW  SSA 
ANNUAL  PUBLICATION 

A  new  Social  Security  Administration  report 
highlights  information  on  disabled  workers  recently 
awarded  benefits.  The  44-page  publication — 
Characteristics  of  Social  Security  Disability  Insurance 
Beneficiaries,  1975 — presents  data  on  age,  sex,  educa¬ 
tion,  occupation,  diagnosis,  mobility,  and  State  of 
residence.  Information  on  how  the  characteristics  of 
disabled  beneficiaries  have  changed  between  1967  and 
1975  is  also  presented.  Twenty-five  statistical  tables 
and  charts  presenting  demographic,  socioeconomic, 
and  medical  characteristics  of  disabled  workers  are 
displayed  in  the  report.  A  history  of  the  disability  in¬ 
surance  program  appears  in  the  appendix. 
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The  report,  to  be  released  annually,  has  been 
redesigned  from  an  earlier  SSA  series  entitled  Social 
Security  Disability  Applicant  Statistics.  Single  copies  of 
this  publication  (SSA  Pub.  No.  13-11947)  are 
available  from  the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of 
Research  and  Statistics,  Social  Security  Administra¬ 
tion,  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare, 
Room  1120,  University  North  Bldg.,  1875  Connec¬ 
ticut  Avenue  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009  tele¬ 
phone  (202)  673-5580.  (ROBERT  E.  Robinson, 
SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION,  DEPARTMENT 
OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone 
(202)  673-5576) 

NEW  SSA  STUDY  SERIES  ON  THE 
INCOME  OF  THE  OLDER  POPULATION 

A  recently  released  report  Income  of  the  Population  55 
and  Over,  1976  begins  a  biennial  SSA  study  series  on 
the  older  population’s  income. 

The  study  population  are  persons  aged  55  and  over. 
The  inclusion  of  persons  less  than  62 — the  earliest  age 
of  eligibility  for  most  retirement  pensions — allows  for 
comparisons  of  the  preretirement  and  postretirement 
populations,  as  well  as  permitting  the  study  of  trends 
among  these  groups.  The  study  tabulations  show  the 
major  sources  and  combinations  of  sources  of  income 
received  and  their  amounts  and  relative  importance  to 
total  income  by  age,  marital  status,  sex,  and  race. 
Most  persons  65  and  older  are  social  security 
beneficiaries.  Those  without  earnings  or  a  second  pen¬ 
sion  were  the  most  numerous  and  had  the  lowest  me¬ 
dian  income.  In  terms  of  median  income,  it  was  about 
equally  advantageous  to  have  social  security  and  a 
second  pension  or  social  security  and  earnings, 
although  the  latter  group  had  a  higher  proportion  of 
persons  with  incomes  below  the  poverty  line. 

The  data  base  for  the  study  was  the  1977  March 
Current  Population  Survey  (CPS)  of  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census.  As  the  CPS  reports  new  data,  SSA  plans 
future  releases  in  the  series  as  it  continues  to  analyze 
the  incomes  of  the  aged. 

Single  copies  of  Income  of  the  Population  55  and  Over, 
1976  (Staff  Paper  No.  35,  SSA  Publication  No.  13- 
11865)  are  available  from  the  Publications  Staff,  Of¬ 
fice  of  Research  and  Statistics,  Social  Security  Ad¬ 
ministration,  Room  1120,  Universal  North  Building, 
1875  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20009,  telephone  (202)  673-5209.  (ROBERT  E. 
Robinson,  social  security  administration, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND 
WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  673-5576) 


NCHS,  HCFA  CONDUCT  STUDY 
ON  HEALTH  CARE  COSTS,  SERVICES 

The  National  Center  for  Health  Statistics  (NCHS) 
and  the  Health  Care  Financing  Administration 
(HCFA)  have  commissioned  a  National  Medical  Care 
Utilization  and  Expenditure  Survey  aimed  at  providing 
statistical  information  on  the  use,  costs  and  financing 
of  health  care  services  for  the  general  population  and 
Medicaid  beneficiaries.  Findings  of  the  National 
Medical  Care  Utilization  and  Expenditure  Survey  will  be 
used  to  measure  and  monitor  the  effects  of  existing 
lealth  care  financing  programs  on  health  status  and 
josts,  and  to  provide  data  on  trends  and  costs  of 
health  care  services  for  different  populations 
subgroups. 

During  a  15-month  period  beginning  in  February 
1980,  10,000  households  in  more  than  100  com¬ 
munities  will  be  contacted  by  a  personal  visit  or  by  a 
telephone  call  at  3-month  intervals  and  questioned  on 
past  health  experiences.  The  respondents  will  be 
asked  to  provide  details  on  the  amounts  and  types  of 
health  care  received  during  1980,  the  costs  of  these 
services,  and  all  sources  which  aided  in  payment  of 
their  health  care  bills.  Specifically,  respondents  will 
describe  all  illnesses  or  injuries  encountered,  other 
health  problems  experienced,  the  type  of  medical  care 
received  in  each  incident,  the  expenses  incurred  for 
each  incident,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  medical 
bill  was  paid,  inclusive  of  personal  finances. 

The  selected  households  included  in  the  study  form 
a  national  probability  sample  of  the  civilian,  non- 
institutionalized  population.  Data  for  Medicaid 
households  will  be  obtained  from  a  population  sample 
of  1,000  Medicaid  families  in  each  of  the  four  states  of 
New  York,  California,  Texas,  and  Michigan. 

The  National  Medical  Care  Utilization  and  Expenditure 
Survey  has  been  contracted  to  the  Research  Triangle 
Institute  in  North  Carolina.  Assisting  the  Institute 
will  be  the  National  Opinion  Research  Center,  a  sur¬ 
vey  research  organization  associated  with  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chicago,  and  Systemetrics,  Inc.,  of  Santa  Bar¬ 
bara,  California,  a  firm  which  specializes  in  the 
analysis  of  Medicare  and  Medicaid  administrative 
records. 

NCHS,  a  component  of  the  Public  Health  Service, 
will  monitor  data  collection  in  this  survey  and  publish 
a  series  of  reports  on  findings  beginning  in  1982. 

HCFA  is  the  Federal  agency  which  administers  the 
Medicare  and  Medicaid  programs.  From  this  survey. 
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the  agency  will  obtain  uniform  information  that  is  not 
now  available  on  its  service  population.  (LINDA 
Washington,  national  center  for  health 

STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION, 
AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (301 )  436-8500) 

EFFECTS  OF  GEOGRAPHIC  COST  OF  LIVING 
ADJUSTMENTS  ON  WELFARE  BENEFITS 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  recently  published 
a  report  entitled  Effects  of  Geographic  Cost  of  Living  Ad¬ 
justments  on  Welfare  Benefits.  This  report  discusses  pre¬ 
sent  geographic  variations  in  Federal  welfare  benefits, 
considers  the  arguments  for  and  against  geographic 
cost  of  living  adjustments,  and  examines  the  effects  of 
potential  cost  of  living  adjustments. 

Adjusting  welfare  benefits  for  geographic  variations 
in  the  cost  of  living  not  only  would  help  people  in 
high-cost  areas  but  also  provide  recipients  in  all  areas 
with  similar  real  benefits.  However,  there  are 
technical  problems  and  expenses  involved  in  develop¬ 
ing  a  cost  of  living  index  with  adequate  geographic 
detail.  Simulations  examined  in  this  study  indicate 
that  providing  adjusted  rather  than  uniform  benefits 
could  slightly  reduce  total  benefits  paid.  Cost  of  living 
adjustments  would  reduce  benefits  in  southern  and 
nonmetropolitan  areas  and  increase  benefits  in 
metropolitan  areas. 

Single  free  copies  of  this  18-page  report.  Rural 
Development  Research  Report  No.  16,  are  available  in 
Room  492,  GHI  Building,  500  12th  Street,  S.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20250.  (ROBERT  A.  HoPPE, 
ECONOMICS,  STATISTICS,  AND  COOPERATIVES  SER¬ 
VICE,  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE,  telephone 
(202)  447-8366) 

REPORT  ON  THE  LEEPER  CORN  YIELD  MODEL 

The  Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  recently 
released  a  report  entitled.  Examination  of  the  Leeper  Corn 
Yield  Model,  a  Weather  Based-Phenologically  Timed  Yield 
Forecasting  Model.  This  report  presents  yield 
forecasting  potential  for  the  Leeper  Corn  Yield 
Forecasting  Model  through  sensitivity  analysis,  small 
area  application,  and  large  area  application. 

With  increasing  importance  of  domestic  agriculture 
in  the  international  market,  interest  has  rekindled  in 
accurate  early  forecasts  of  grain  production.  Objective 
techniques  currently  used  by  ESCS  are  dominated  by 
fruit  related  measurements  (such  as  number  of  ears, 
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length  of  ears,  etc.);  thus,  forecasting  models  do  not 
respond  well  to  current  growing  conditions  until  fruit 
development  has  occurred.  This  procedure  limits 
early  forecasts  to  August  1  for  corn.  In  an  attempt  to 
obtain  earlier  forecasts  of  corn  production  utilizing 
weather,  ESCS  is  currently  examining  a  multiple 
linear  regression  model  developed  by  R.  A.  Leeper 
(1974)  under  the  direction  of  E.  C.  A.  Runge.  The 
variables  required  to  run  the  Leeper  model  are 
average  weekly  maximum  temperature,  total  weekly 
precipitation,  plant  available  soil  moisture  at 
planting,  field  tasseling  data,  and  an  empirical  adjust¬ 
ment  factor  which  converts  model  yield  to  harvested 
yield. 

The  model  was  found  to  be  extremely  sensitive  to 
changes  in  water  in  the  form  of  both  plant  available 
soil  moisture  at  planting  and  precipitation.  Generally, 
increases  in  water  increased  yield,  increases  in  tem¬ 
perature  decreased  yield,  or  a  later  tassel  date 
decreased  yield. 

The  collection  of  current  year  weather  data  for  im¬ 
plementing  the  model  was  feasible.  However,  im¬ 
provement  in  the  quality  of  measurement  for  tem¬ 
perature  and  soil  moisture  data  could  be  made. 

The  model  showed  very  little  relationship  to  grower 
yields  at  the  field  level  and  only  a  modest  relationship 
at  the  small  area  level.  The  large  area  application  of 
the  model  produced  favorable  correlations  with  Crop 
Reporting  Board  yields  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Iowa; 
and  unfavorable  correlations  in  Missouri. 

Single  free  copies  of  the  40-page  report  are  available 
in  Room  4833  South  Building,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  (B.  F.  Klugh, 
Jr.,  economics,  statistics,  and  cooperatives 

SERVICE,  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE,  telephone 
(202)  447-7545) 

BUSINESS  INCOME  TAX  RETURNS 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  recently  released 
the  Preliminary  Report,  Statistics  of  Income — 1977,  Business 
Income  Tax  Returns  presenting  data  from  the  returns  of 
sole  proprietorship  and  partnership  businesses. 

Receipts,  deductions,  and  profits  are  included  in 
four  basic  tables  covering  the  business  activities  of 
almost  12.5  million  unincorporated  businesses.  Data 
are  presented  by  200  industry  groupings  adapted  from 
the  1972  Standard  Industrial  Classification  Manual.  Also 
included  are  data  by  industrial  division  relating  to  the 
new  jobs  credit  which  could  be  claimed  by  the  owners 
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of  sole  proprietorships  and  partnerships.  All  data  in 
the  report  are  estimates  based  on  samples. 

More  comprehensive  statistics  from  business  in¬ 
come  tax  returns  will  be  published  in  the  complete 
report  for  1977  now  in  preparation. 

Copies  of  the  52-page  Preliminary  Report,  Statistics  of 
Income — 1977,  Business  Income  Tax  Returns,  IRS  Publica¬ 
tion  453  (Stock  No.  048-004-01703-2)  may  1:  e  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402 
for  $2.50.  (John  Di  Paolo,  statistics  division, 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  SERVICE,  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 
TREASURY,  telephone  (202)  376-0151) 

CONTROLLED  FOREIGN  CORPORATION 
DATA,  1968  AND  1972 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  released  Statistics 
of  Income — 1968  and  1972,  International  Income  and  Taxes, 
U.S.  Corporations  and  Their  Controlled  Foreign  Corporations. 
The  statistics  in  this  report  are  based  on  those  returns 
in  the  corporation  Statistics  of  Income  sample  which 
filed  a  Form  2952,  Information  Return  with  Respect 
to  Controlled  Foreign  Corporations.  A  previous  report 
on  this  subject  covered  1965  and  1966.  Reports  for 
more  current  years  are  in  preparation. 

Data  in  this  report  are  classified  by  characteristics 
of  both  the  U.S.  corporation  and  the  Controlled 
Foreign  Corporation  (CFC)  such  as  industry,  size  of 
total  assets,  and  accounting  period.  Characteristics  of 
the  CFC  also  include  country  of  incorporation,  prin¬ 
cipal  place  of  business,  and  year  of  incorporation. 

Copies  of  the  235-page  IRS  publication  1026  (Stock 
No.  048-004-01704-1)  may  be  purchased  for  $5.50 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
(Alan  Zempel,  internal  revenue  service, 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TREASURY,  telephone  (202) 
376-0177) 

ESTATE  TAX  RETURNS 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  recently  released 
the  Statistics  of  Income — 1976,  Estate  Tax  Returns, 
presenting  comprehensive  data  concerning  gross  es¬ 
tate  and  its  composition,  deductions,  taxable  estate, 
and  tax  for  estate  tax  returns  filed  during  calendar 
year  1977. 

This  publication  also  includes  information  on  the 
age,  sex,  and  marital  status  of  the  decedents,  bequests 
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to  a  surviving  spouse,  and  the  taxable  estate  and  tax 
by  the  various  tax  rate  brackets  of  the  Federal  estate 
tax. 

A  limited  amount  of  data  on  selected  provisions  of 
the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976  are  provided.  However, 
since  the  provisions  of  the  Act  did  not  go  into  effect 
until  January  1,  1977,  the  provisions  applied  to  less 
than  15  percent  of  the  decedents  whose  returns  are 
covered  in  this  study.  All  data  in  the  report  are  es¬ 
timates  based  on  samples. 

Copies  of  the  60-page  Statistics  of  Income — 1976,  Es¬ 
tate  Tax  Returns,  IRS  publication  764  (Stock  No.  048- 
004-01702-4)  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402  for  $3.25.  (Keith  Gilmour. 
STATISTICS  DIVISION,  INTERNAL  REVENUE  SERVICE. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TREASURY,  telephone  (202) 
376-0177) 

NSF  DATA  USER  GUIDE 

An  updated  version  of  the  National  Science  Foun¬ 
dation’s  Data  User  Guide  to  the  University  Science 
Statistics  Program  Integrated  Data  Base  is  now 
available  from  the  Division  of  Science  Resources 
Studies.  The  publication  details  the  availability  and 
usage  of  data  tapes  for  each  of  the  program’s  four  un¬ 
iversity  related  surveys:  the  survey  of  Scientific  and 
Engineering  Expenditures  at  Universities  and 
Colleges;  the  survey  of  Scientific  and  Engineering 
Personnel  Employed  at  Universities  and  Colleges;  the 
Survey  of  Graduate  Science  Students  and  Postdoc- 
torals;  and  the  Survey  of  Federal  Support  to  Univer¬ 
sities,  Colleges,  and  Selected  Nonprofit  Institutions. 

Requests  for  copies  of  the  Data  User  Guide  should  be 
directed  to  Susan  G.  Broyles,  Universities  and  Non¬ 
profit  Institutions  Studies  Group,  National  Science 
Foundation,  1800  G  Street,  N.W.,  L-602, 
Washington,  D.C.  20550,  telephone  (202)  634-4673. 

NEW  RELEASES  FROM  THE  ENERGY 
INFORMATION  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Office  of  Energy  Information  Services  of  the 
Energy  Information  Administration  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Energy  has  recently  announced  the  following 
new  publications  which  are  briefly  described; 

An  Analysis  of  Petroleum  Company  Investments  In  Non- 
Petroleum  Energy  Sources  (contractor  Report; 
DOE/ElA-8556  and  DOE/EIA-8556-2;  GPO  Stock 
no.  061-003-00071-1;  $10.00/set). — This  is  a  two- 
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volume  report  which  analyzes  the  investment 
strategies  of  U.S.  oil  companies  and  the  depth  of  their 
present  and  future  investments  in  non-petroleum 
sources. 

Mid-Term  Oil  And  Gas  Supply  Model:  System  Guide 
(DOE/EIA-0194/3;  GPO  Stock  no.  061-003-00072-0; 
$2.50). — This  publication  provides  an  overview  of  the 
organization  and  computer  implementation  of  the 
Mid-Term  Oil  and  Gas  Supply  Model. 

Estimates  of  Energy  Non- Resource  Costs:  Energy  Taxes 
and  Subsidies  (DOE/EIA-0184/27;  GPO  Stock  no. 
061-003-00074-6;  $1.75). — This  report  provides  quan¬ 
titative  estimates  of  selected  tax  and  subsidy  programs 
which  impact  the  marginal  costs  of  producing  and 
consuming  different  energy  sources. 

Pricing  Provisions  of  The  Natural  Gas  Policy  Act  of  1978 
(Energy  Policy  Study  Paper  Volume  3)  (DOE/EIA- 
0201/3;  GPO  Stock  no.  061-003-00073-8;  $3.50).— 
This  study  explores  the  effects  of  the  current 
regulatory  structure  on  the  prices  and  quantities  ob¬ 
served  in  the  markets  for  natural  gas,  and,  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  possible,  compares  the  regulated  markets  with 
the  results  that  might  be  expected  to  exist  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  specified  controls  on  natural  gas  markets. 
This  is  one  of  a  series  of  reports  in  EIA’s  Energy 
Policy  Study,  which  examines  Government  interven¬ 
tions  into  energy  markets. 

A  Sensitivity  Analysis  of  World  Oil  Prices  (DOE/EIA- 
0184/20;  GPO  Stock  no.  061-003-00076-2;  $3.25).— 
This  report  analyzes  the  impact  of  the  political  dis¬ 
ruption  in  Iran  on  the  world  oil  market. 

Single-Family  Households:  Fuel  Oil  Inventories  and 
Expenditures  (DOE/EIA-0207/1 ;  GPO  Stock  no.  061- 
003-00075-4;  $1.75). — This  publication  presents  the 
results  of  an  EIA  survey  of  fuel  oil  use  by  single-family 
households.  (JOHN  E.  DANIELS,  OFFICE  OF  ENERGY 
INFORMATION  SERVICES,  ENERGY  INFORMATION  AD¬ 
MINISTRATION,  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  ENERGY, 
telephone  (202)  634-5602) 

STATISTICAL  SOFTWARE  EVALUATION 

The  developers  of  45  widely-used  statistical  and 
related  programs  and  packages  provide  software  in¬ 
formation  in  the  recent  publication,  A  Comparative 
Review  of  Statistical  Software  by  Ivor  Francis  (Ed.).  The 
evaluated  software  includes  large,  general-purpose 
statistical  programs,  special-purpose  packages, 
packages  for  data  management,  editing,  tabulation, 
survey  analysis  and  subroutine  libraries. 
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Published  by  the  International  Association  for 
Statistical  Computing,  the  658-page  volume  evaluates 
software  features  ranging  from:  capabilities  for 
processing  and  displaying  data,  portability  and 
availability;  the  ease  of  learning  and  using,  to 
reliability  and  cost.  Also  included  are  concise, 
detailed  package  abstracts  covering  specific 
capabilities,  illustrations  of  user  languages,  typical 
samples  of  output  and  developer  comments  on  recent 
and  future  development.  Finally,  a  comprehensive 
bibliography  for  statistical  software  is  included.  It 
presents  the  latest  material  on  software  evaluation, 
standards,  and  reviews. 

The  aim  of  the  Comparative  Review  is  to  meet  the 
growing  interest  not  only  of  statisticians  but  also  of 
data  processors  and  research  workers  in  the  quality  of 
statistical  and  related  software.  It  provides  a  quick  in¬ 
formative  reference  source  for  the  user  oriented  com¬ 
puting  center  or  the  individual  engaged  in  statistical 
software  analysis. 

The  evaluation  volume  is  available  for  $17.50.  Re¬ 
quests  for  the  Review  should  be  addressed  to  CRSS, 
Department  of  Social  and  Economic  Statistics,  358 
Ives  Hall,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York, 
14853.  Make  checks  payable  to:  International 
Statistical  Institute,  Prinses  Beatrixlaan  428,  2270A2 
Voorburg,  The  Netherlands. 

RECENT  PUBLICATIONS 
OF  THE  UN  STATISTICAL  OFFICE 

The  following  briefly  describes  recent  publications 
issued  by  the  Statistical  Office  of  the  United  Nations. 
Copies  of  these  documents  may  be  purchased  from  the 
Sales  Section,  United  Nations,  New  York,  New  York 
10017.  When  ordering,  please  use  the  price  and  stock 
number  included  in  the  description.  Government 
agencies  should  request  the  discount  to  which  they  are 
entitled,  as  it  is  not  automatically  given. 

The  Development  of  Integrated  Data  Bases  for  Social, 
Economic  and  Demographic  Statistics  (Studies  in  Methods, 
Series  F,  No.  27;  62  pp;  UN  Sales  No.  E.79.XVII.14; 
$6.00). — Work  on  the  development  of  a  methodology 
for  systematizing  and  integrating  social  and 
demographic  data  has  been  under  way  in  the  United 
Nations  and  other  international  organizations  since 
the  late  1960’s.  During  the  first  part  of  this  period,  a 
series  of  methodological  papers — growing  initially  out 
of  the  work  on  the  revision  of  A  System  of  National  Ac¬ 
counts  (United  Nations  publication.  Sales  No. 
E. 69. XVII. 3) — was  prepared;  this  phase  of  the  work 
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culminated  in  the  publication  of  a  technical  report  en¬ 
titled  Towards  a  System  of  Social  and  Demographic  Statistics 
(United  Nations  publication,  Sales  No.  E.74.XVII.8). 
In  the  subsequent  period,  there  has  been  less 
emphasis  on  system-building  and  more  on  the  poten¬ 
tial  uses  of  the  data  and  on  the  exploration  of  several 
different  kinds  of  approach.  The  work  of  this  second 
phase  was  brought  together  in  Studies  in  the  Integration 
of  Social  and  Demographic  Statistics:  Technical  Report 
(United  Nations  publication.  Sales  No.  E.79.XVII.4); 
this  contains  a  history  of  the  work  to  that  point  and  a 
bibliography. 

The  shift  in  focus  from  purely  theoretical  system¬ 
building  to  problems  of  implementation  has  drawn  at¬ 
tention  to  a  number  of  questions  of  methodology  not 
fully  considered  earlier.  The  present  publication  dis¬ 
cusses  some  of  these.  It  focuses  on  one  aspect,  namely 
the  techniques  of  collecting,  storing,  managing  and 
disseminating  data.  It  is  only  peripherally  concerned 
with  the  subject-matter  of  the  data,  in  terms  of  either 
input  or  output. 

The  publication  has  chapters  on  setting  of  the 
problem,  the  meaning  of  integrated  data  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  data  base  (techniques  of  creating,  stor¬ 
ing  and  disseminating  micro-data).  An  annex  con¬ 
tains  examples  of  country  approaches  to  the  integra¬ 
tion  of  social  and  demographic  data  through  the  con¬ 
struction  of  data  bases.  There  is  an  extensive 
bibliography. 

Guidelines  on  Statistics  of  Tangible  Assets  (Statistical 


Papers,  Series  M,  No.  68;  63  pp.;  UN  Sales  No. 
E.80.XVII.2;  $6.00). — At  its  eighteenth  session,  in 
1974,  the  United  Nations  Statistical  Commission  con¬ 
sidered  draft  international  guidelines  on  national  and 
sectoral  balance-sheet  and  reconciliation  accounts  for 
enterprises.  In  this  connexion,  the  Commission  point¬ 
ed  out  the  need  for  international  guidelines  on 
statistics  of  the  stock  of  tangible  capital  assets  of 
establishment-type  units  and  recommended  that  they 
be  prepared  in  the  context  of  the  Syste  of  National  Ac¬ 
counts  (SNA)  and  the  System  of  Balances  of  the 
National  Economy  (MPS). 

In  response  to  that  request,  a  document  was 
prepared  by  the  Statistical  Office,  with  the  assistance 
of  Mr.  J.  Arvay,  acting  as  consultant  to  the  United 
Nations.  The  Statistical  Commisssion  at  its  twentieth 
session,  in  1979,  considered  the  draft  guidelines  on 
statistics  of  tangible  assets  and  recommended  that 
they,  amended  in  the  light  of  the  discussions,  be 
published  for  global  use  in  the  compilation  and 
presentation  of  statistics  on  tangible  capital  assets. 

The  present  publication  has  chapters  on  the  uses  of 
statistics  of  tangible  assets,  the  scope  and  measure¬ 
ment  of  the  statistics,  the  relation  of  the  statistics  to 
the  flow  accounts  and  to  balance-sheets,  statistical 
units  and  their  classification,  classifications  of  tangi¬ 
ble  assets,  valuation  of  tangible  assets,  reconciliation 
items,  tabulation  of  the  statistics  and  sources  and 
methods  of  gathering  and  compiling  the  statistics.  An 
annex  shows  various  tables  for  statistics  of  tangible 
assets. 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Economic^,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service:  Paul  A.  Walsh,  for¬ 
merly  Statistician-in-Charge  of  the  Alabama  State  Statistical  Of¬ 
fice,  has  been  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND 
WELFARE 

.Vational  Center  for  Education  Statistics:  WiLLIAM  H.  FkEUND.  for¬ 
merly  leader.  Systems  and  Programming  Group,  Economics, 
Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  has  been  appointed  Chief  of  the  Data  Systems  Branch, 
Statistical  Services  Division. 

.Vational  Center  for  Health  Statistics:  George  A.  ScHNACK.  formerly 
Deputy  Associate  Director  for  Research,  has  been  appointed  Acting 
Associate  Director  for  Statistical  Research. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

Immigration  and  .Vaturaligation  Service:  OtRISTINE  A.  DaVIDSON.  for¬ 
merly  a  Statistician  with  the  Office  of  Planning,  Evaluation,  and 


Budgeting  of  INS,  has  joined  the  Statistics  Branch. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 

Rober  ta  V.  McKay,  formerly  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 
has  joined  the  Women’s  Bureau  as  a  senior  level  labor  economist  in 
the  Economic  Status  and  Opportunities  Branch  of  the  Program 
Planning,  Analysis  and  Design  Division. 


Retirement 

DEPARTMENT  OF  .AGRICULTURE 

Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service:  MelVIN  L.  Koehn. 
Secretary  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board,  retired  January  12,  1980  af¬ 
ter  32  years  of  Federal  service.  Mr.  Koehn  began  his  career  in  the 
South  Dakota  State  Statistical  Office  and  transferred  to 
Washington,  D.C.  in  1959.  He  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Crop 
Reporting  Board  in  1962. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  RELEASE  DATES  FOR 
PRINCIPAL  FEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 

April  1980 


Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsible  for 
the  principle  economic  indicators  of  the  Federal 
Government  are  given  below.  These  are  target  dates  that 
will  be  met  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Occasionally  agencies 
may  be  able  to  release  data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may  be  forced 
by  unavoidable  compilation  problems  to  release  a  report  one  or 
more  days  later.  In  certain  cases,*  timing  variability  in 
the  receipt  of  raw  data  requires  a  range  of  dates  rather 


than  a  specific  release  date. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each  month 
covering  release  dates  for  the  following  month.  The  in¬ 
dicators  are  identified  by  the  title  of  the  releases  in 
which  they  are  included;  the  source  agency;  and  the 
release  identification  number  where  applicable. 
Release  date  information  for  additional  series  can  be 
found  in  publications  of  the  sponsoring  agencies. 


(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 


Date 


Subject 


Data  for 


April 


1  Construction  Expenditures  (Press  release), 

Census,  C-30  . February 

1  Manufactures’  Shipments,  Inventories,  and 

Orders,  Census,  M3-1  . February 

2  Selected  Interest  Rates,  Federal 

Reserve  Board  (FRB),  415 . March 

4-7*  Consumer  Installment  Credit,  FRB,  421  . February 

4  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  . Week  Ending  April  2 

4  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  ....  Week  Ending  March  26 
4  Weekly  Consolidated  Condition  Report  of  Large 
Commercial  Banks  and  Domestic 

Subsidiaries,  FRB,  504  . Week  Ending  March  26 

4  The  Employment  Situation  (Press  release), 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS) . March 

4  Producer  Price  Indexes  (Press  release),  BLS . March 

7  Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release). 

Census,  BW . February 

7  Manufactures’  Export  Sales  and  Orders, 

Census,  M4-A  . February 

8  Sales,  Inventories  of  Single-Family  Homes, 

Census,  C-25  . February 

10  Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  release), 

Census  (54)  . March 
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Dale 

April 


Subject 


Data  far 


10  Crop  Production,  Agriculture  . April  1 

11  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 

Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  . Week  Ending  April  9 

11  Money  Stock  Measures, 

FRB,  508  . Week  Ending  April  2 

11  Weekly  Consolidated  Condition  Report  of  Large 
Commercial  Banks  and  Domestic 

Subsidiaries,  FRB,  504  . Week  Ending  April  2 

11  Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales 

Census  . February 

15  Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-year 

Mortgages,  HUD . April  1 

15- 17"'  Industrial  Production,  FRB,  414  . March 

16  Housing  Starts  (Press  release).  Census,  C-20  . March 

17  Personal  Income  and  Outlays,  Bureau  of  Economic 

Analysis  (BEA)  . March 

16- 18'*  Capacity  Utilization:  Manufacturing  and  Materials, 

FRB,  402  . March 

18  Cattle  on  Feed,  Agriculture . April  1 

18  Gross  National  Product  (Preliminary), 

BEA . 1Q’80 

18  Corporate  Profits  (Revised), 

BEA . 4Q79 

18  Weekly  Consolidated  Condition  Report  of  Large 
Commercial  Banks  and  Domestic 

Subsidiaries,  FRB,  504  . Week  Ending  April  9 

18  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  . Week  Ending  April  16 

18  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  . Week  Ending  April  9 

22  Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufactures’ 

Shipments  and  Orders  (Press  release). 

Census,  M3-1 . March 

22  Real  Earnings,  BLS . March 

22  Consumer  Price  Index  (Press  release),  BLS  . March 

23  Treasury  Statement  (the  monthly  “budget”). 

Treasury . March 

24  Grain  Stocks  Report,  Agriculture  . April  1 

25  Supply  Demand  Estimates, 

Agriculture . Current  Marketing  Season 

25  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 

Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  . Week  Ending  April  23 

25  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  . Week  Ending  April  16 

25  Weekly  Consolidated  Condition  Report  of  Large 

Commercial  Banks  and  Domestic 

Subsidiaries,  FRB,  504  . Week  Ending  April  16 

25  Housing  Vacancies  (Press  release). 

Census,  H-111  . 1Q’80 
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Date  Subject  Data  for 

April  25  Major  Collective  Bargaining  Settlements 

(Press  release),  BLS . IQ’80 

25  Productivity  and  Costs  in  Private  Business, 

Nonfarm  Business,  and  Manufacturing 

Sectors  (Press  release),  BLS . 1Q’80 

29  Work  Stoppages  (Press  release),  BLS . March 

29  Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade, 

Census,  FT-900  . March 

30  Agricultural  Prices,  Agriculture . Mid-April 

30  Composite  Indexes  of  Leading,  Coincident,  and 

Lagging  Indicators  (Press  release),  BEA . March 

30  Manufactures’  Shipments,  Inventories, 

and  Orders,  Census,  M3-1 . March 

30  Labor  Turnover  In  Manufacturing 

(Press  release),  BLS . March 


For  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  OiTice,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
Subscription  Price:  tl3.00  domestic  postpaid;  S3.25  additional  foreign  mailing. 
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$14.00  $17.50 

a  year  in  all  other 

in  U.S.A.  Countries 

B/ery  Month... 

the  Social  Security  Administration's  official  research  journal 
brings  the  latest  reference  data  and  expert  analysis  of  social 
insurance  and  income-maintenance  programs.  Studies  focus  directly 
on  the  old-age.  survivors,  disability  and  health  insurance  program. 
Developments  in  supplemental  security  income,  aid  to  families  with 
dependent  children  and  related  programs,  private  employee- benefit 
plans,  trends  in  foreign  social  security  systems-you  can  have  all  this 
and  more  by  subscribing  now  to  the  Social  Security  Bulletin. 

U.S.  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 

Social  Security  Administration 

Office  of  Policy 

Office  of  Research  and  Statistics 


To: 

Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402 


Enclosed  find  $ _ ^(check,  money  order,  or  Superintendent  of  Documents 

coupons  only).  Please  enter  my  subscription  to  the  Social  Security  Bulletin. 
Subscription  price— $1 4.00  a  year;  foreign  $1 7.50. 


24  Hour  CPI  Mailgram  Service 


Consumer  Price  Index  data  now  are  available  by  mail- 
gram  within  24  hours  of  the  CPI  release.  The  new  service 
is  being  offered  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  through 
the  National  Technical  Information  Service  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce. 

The  CPI  MAILGRAM  service  provides  unadjusted  and 
seasonally  adjusted  data  both  for  the  All  Urban  Consumers 


(CPl-U)  and  for  the  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W)  Indexes  as  shown  on  the  CPI-U  sample 
page  below.  The  unadjusted  data  include  the  current 
month’s  index  and  the  percent  changes  from  12  months 
ago  and  one  month  ago.  The  seasonally  adjusted  data  are 
the  percent  changes  from  one  month  ago. 


CONSUMER  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  ALL  URBAN  CONSUMERS 

(CPI-U):  u 

.S.  CITY 

AVERAGE  (1967:  IOC) 

UNADJ 

UNADJUSTED  S 

ADJ 

GROUP 

INDEX 

PER  CHG  FER 

CHG  PER 

CHG 

MAY 

FROM  12  FROM  1  FROM  1 

1979 

MO  AGO  MO 

AGO  MO 

AGO 

ALL  ITEMS 

214.1 

10.8 

1.2 

1 .  1 

ALL  ITEMSC 1957-59=100) 

249.0 

- 

“ 

“ 

FOOD  AND  BEVERAGES 

228.2 

11.2 

.8 

.7 

FOOD 

234.3 

11.4 

.9 

.7 

FOOD  AT  HOME 

233.4 

11.3 

.7 

.5 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 

216.2 

9.5 

.8 

1 . 0 

MEATS,  POULTRY,  FISH,  AND  EGGS 

242.2 

19.4 

.9 

.  1 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

293.8 

11.1 

.  7 

.8 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

226.8 

3.4 

.  1 

-.2 

FOOD  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

241.1 

11.7 

1 .  1 

1 .  1 

HOUSING 

222.4 

11.3 

1.2 

1.2 

RENT,  RESIDENTIAL 

173.8 

6.8 

1.0 

1.0 

HOriEOWNERSHIP 

254.9 

14.6 

1.3 

1.5 

FUEL  AND  OTHER  UTILITIES 

232.2 

7.7 

2.  1 

2.2 

FUEL  OIL,  COAL,  AND  BOTTLED  GAS 

364 . 3 

23.2 

4.  1 

4.8 

GAS  (PIPED)  AND  ELECTRICITY 

25  1.6 

8.2 

2.6 

2.6 

HOUSEHOLD  FURNISHINGS  AND  OPERATION 

189.2 

7 . 5 

.3 

.4 

APPAREL  AND  UPKEEP 

166  .  1 

3.9 

.4 

.0 

TRANSPORTATION 

207.7 

13.4 

2.4 

1.8 

NEIJ  CARS 

165.8 

8.7 

.  9 

1  .  1 

USED  CARS 

205.4 

11.3 

2.7 

-.5 

GASOLINE 

247.7 

29.  1 

5.5 

5.0 

PUBLIC  TRANSPORTATION 

193.3 

3.  1 

.4 

.7 

MEDICAL  CARE 

236 . 3 

8.9 

.  5 

.6 

MEDICAL  CARE  SERVICES 

254.4 

9.4 

^  5 

.6 

ENTERTAINMENT 

187.8 

6.6 

.7 

.  5 

OTHER  GOODS  AND  SERVICES 

193.9 

7 . 5 

.4 

.5 

PERSONAL  CARE  y 

193.9 

7 . 5 

.6 

.6 

COMMODITIES 

295.8 

10.9 

1.2 

.  9 

COMMODITIES  LESS  FOOD  AND  BEVERAGES 

192.9 

10.9 

1.5 
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